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and Germany," and if this desired result came about he hoped
Lord Odo would go and see him immediately, wherever he might
be.1

And so Lord Odo Russell came to London a month after the
war had broken out, prepared to work for an intimate under-
standing between England and Germany for the peaceful
settlement of the Eastern Question, but his hopes were soon
dashed to the ground. So far from his own despatches having
calmed the fears of his countrymen he found the public mind
obsessed with ridiculous terrors of imaginary plots of Bismarck
against Holland. Lord Derby showed no anxiety whatever to
see him and in one brief interview merely remarked that he
"supposed he had 'nothing to say' to him,"2 since from their
regular correspondence he had "little to learn as to the views
entertained by Lord Odo Russell."3 He knew well that these
views embraced an understanding with Germany, but he
thought he saw that Bismarck's motive was "a scarcely disguised
wish ... to push England into a quarrel with Russia,"4 and as
moreover he knew, as Lord Odo Russell did not, that secret
overtures were being made by H.M.G. to Austria, he had good
reason for not wishing the interview to be prolonged. He
utterly mistrusted Bismarck and was not prepared to put the
same construction on his policy towards France as the Ambas-
sador, but was rather inclined to think the French had some
grounds for their apprehensions, therefore as far as he was
concerned, Lord Odo Russell found the soil was absolutely
sterile.

Disappointed at Lord Derby's lack of interest, Russell went to
Balmoral where the signs were much more favourable. Nothing
could have been more different than the contrast between the
attitude of the Queen and that of Lord Derby. She drank in
eagerly all Lord Odo had to say, paled with apprehension as he
pictured the readiness of Russia, and saw in her fevered imagina-
tion the Russians firmly settled in Constantinople. Like Lord
Derby, she could not mention the Austrian negotiations, but as
Russell unfolded Bismarck's proposals and as he backed them

1F.O. 64. 878. No. 221. To Lord Derby. Secret. 27 May 1877.
2Buckle: Disraeli VI. 143.
*Q.V. II. 542.

4But he was nevertheless mistaken, Bismarck thought an agreement between
England and Russia necessary for Germany. G.P. II. p.i53-